
 

FOR APPROVAL/INFORMATION 
 
TO: Arts & Science Council 
 
SPONSOR: Pamela Klassen, Professor and Chair, Department for the Study of Religion, 

on behalf of many Chairs, Directors, and Principals in the Faculty of Arts & 
Science 

 
CONTACT INFO: p.klassen@utoronto.ca 
 
DATE: November 11, 2020 for November 18, 2020 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 7 
 
ITEM OF BUSINESS: 
Treaty Responsibilities Resolution and Calls to Action 
 
JURISDICTIONAL INFORMATION: 
As per section III of the Faculty of Arts & Science Council Constitution, in addition to powers 
related to its own composition and the composition and mandate of its committees, and in addition to 
its powers in approving academic policy, “Council plays an advisory role, tendering advice to the 
Faculty’s administration.” (III-3) 
 
GOVERNANCE PATH: 

1. Arts & Science Council – November 18, 2020 (for approval) 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
This resolution calls on Faculty leadership and administration, as well as the whole Faculty 
community, to better understand our treaty obligations. More specifically, it calls for reflecting on 
past and current efforts of the Six Nations, as well as other Indigenous Nations, on whose traditional 
land the University and the Faculty are situated, to remind us of our ongoing treaty responsibilities. 
 
Recent events underscore a long-standing need and opportunity for the University and the Faculty to 
take on leadership in treaty-related education and research. The Resolution identifies four Calls: 
 

1. Self-education on treaty history and responsibilities and related issues for all Arts & Science 
members;  

2. Forging formal bonds with the Six Nations of the Grand River founded on mutual interests in 
community engagement, teaching, and research; 

3. Harness interdisciplinary and inter-departmental expertise, in collaboration with the Centre 
for Indigenous Studies, to address educational needs on treaty relations and respond to 
current critical issues; 



                                                    
 

       

4. To share this Resolution with students, staff, faculty, and alumni. 
 
MOTION: 
Be it resolved 
 THAT the Treaty Responsibilities Resolution be conveyed to the relevant individuals and bodies 

within the Faculty or elsewhere in the University, in situations where it is relevant to items that 
are being considered within their respective mandates, for advice and consideration, as being 
viewed by the Council as important calls to action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arts & Science Council Resolution 
October 30, 2020 
 

We begin every Arts & Science Council with a land acknowledgement that states:  

We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto 

operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the 

Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the 

Credit River. Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 

Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have 

the opportunity to work on this land.  

In addition to being read at ceremonies and meetings of governance, this land acknowledgement 

calls all U of T members to think more specifically and in depth about the protocols and treaty 

relationships that undergird it. As the Arts & Science Academic Plan states, “it is the 

responsibility of institutions of higher education to undertake meaningful change that enables 

reconciliation with Indigenous peoples and fosters Indigenous empowerment; one important step 

in this process is to acknowledge the historical and ongoing Indigenous presence on the land on 

which we work.” At this time, our colleagues from the Six Nations of the Grand River, who 

include U of T faculty, staff, students, and alumni, are living through another breach of the treaty 

promises that the Crown, the Canadian government, and all Canadians are bound to uphold. In 

response to the 1492 Land Back Lane encampment, a Six Nations-led movement to protect treaty 

lands from occupation by a new housing subdivision, the Ontario government has deployed 

police forces to enforce injunctions and restrict entry to Six Nations, to arrest researchers and 

journalists covering the conflict, and to shoot rubber bullets at land defenders, whose family 

https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/about/strategic-overview/academic-plan-2020-2025/academic-plan-pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/six-nations-caledonia-constitutional-notice-1.5771982
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/08/24/statement-from-concerned-haudenosaunee-women-regarding-injunctions-at-1492-land-back-lane/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/09/08/statement/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/09/08/statement/
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/police-violence-spurs-retaliation-blockades-attacks-on-infrastructure-in-caledonia-land-dispute/
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members fear for their safety. The land acknowledgement that the Chair recites at Council 

requires all Arts & Science members to better understand the roots of this conflict, and then to 

act as we are able to assist in its just resolution.  

This motion seeks to inform all Arts & Science members about our university’s 

relationships with Six Nations and to encourage them to learn more. The resolution also asks 

Arts & Science Council to reflect on how the priorities of Arts & Science, especially those of 

“Indigenous research, teaching and learning” and “building partnerships with our local and 

global communities”, call us to support our community members from Six Nations, and all 

Indigenous members of the University, including through our mission of research and teaching. 

We cannot fully recount the complex history of Haudenosaunee relations to this land and 

to Canada in this resolution. We offer a brief overview with links to articles, many of which are 

written by Arts & Science faculty and alumni, and recommend for further reading an article by 

our colleague, Prof. Susan Hill, Director of the Centre for Indigenous Studies and the Provostial 

Advisor on Indigenous Curriculum.1 Long before the British or French arrived in the territory 

that we now call southern Ontario, this was the region of the Haudenosaunee-Anishinaabe 

Friendship Treaty (often call the “Dish with One Spoon” wampum), a land-sharing agreement 

between the Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee. According to Indigenous law, later land-sharing 

agreements—or treaties—added the Dutch, French, and British into these earlier promises to 

share the land.  

The 1764 Treaty at Niagara, a land-sharing agreement between the British and Allied 

Indigenous nations in the eighteenth century, is particularly important for understanding 

jurisdiction on the lands on which we live and work. This 1764 treaty reaffirmed what is known 

as the Covenant Chain alliance, and included British recognition of the sovereignty of the 

https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/10/28/open-letter-from-the-williams-family-regarding-their-rights-and-safety/
https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/about/strategic-overview/academic-plan-2020-2025/academic-plan-pdf
https://anishinaabek.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/ojibway-belt.pdf
https://anishinaabek.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/ojibway-belt.pdf
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/video-alan-corbiere-on-the-treaty-of-niagara/
https://www.historymuseum.ca/history-hall/covenant-chain-royal-proclamation-treaty-niagara/


 3 

Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabeg, as well as their ownership of land. In the wake of the 

American Revolutionary War in the late eighteenth century, the British promised territory to 

their Haudenosaunee allies, who had been driven from their homes by the war. After purchasing 

land from the Mississaugas, the British ‘granted’ the Six Nations Confederacy six miles of land 

on either side of the Grand River, in a 1784 document called the Haldimand Proclamation. It is 

important to note that the Crown had previously recognized Southern Ontario as part of the 

Haudenosaunee Beaver Hunting Grounds in the 1701 Fort Albany Treaty (also known as the 

Nanfan Treaty); as such the Haldimand Proclamation was simply promising protection over 

Haudenosaunee lands the Crown had already committed to protect on their behalf in perpetuity. 

This treaty also covers the lands on which the University of Toronto operates. 

The Haudenosaunee of Six Nations have been fighting to protect their land ever since. 

Nevertheless, the original 950,000 acres are now a reserve of 48,000 acres. The 1492 Land Back 

Lane encampment is the latest example of a long tradition of land defenders, who insist that 

Haudenosaunee sovereignty is ongoing. It is imperative for all Canadians to understand the 

ongoing reality of this sovereignty, and to understand that for Canadian sovereignty to continue, 

the Covenant Chain treaty (and others) must be kept alive, or “polished”, as a Nation-to-Nation 

relationship with the Crown, not with federal, provincial, or municipal governments. 

Like the treaties that made the nation of Canada possible, the University of Toronto was 

also formed out of relationships with the Crown. The original King’s College was founded in 

1827 by a Royal Charter granted by King George IV, which established a university in which 

young men would be trained in the “principles of the Christian religion”, science, and literature 

and spelled out the first principles and protocols of “good government” by which the Council of 

the University would conduct itself. Arts & Science Council sits within this history; we are, by 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/haldimand-proclamation
http://www.sixnations.ca/LandsResources/NanFanTreaty.pdf
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://utarms.library.utoronto.ca/about/uoft-history/university-original-charter
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one reading, a creation of the Crown. Like all Canadians, we are similarly bound to uphold the 

treaty promises made by the Crown and in its name. As we look forward to celebrating the 

bicentennial of the University of Toronto in 2027, we have an opportunity and obligation to 

remember and activate the treaties that made our own foundation possible. 

This resolution includes four calls, one of which is specifically related to the Faculty of 

Arts & Science’s relationships with our Six Nations neighbours, but all of which could be 

expanded and specified to other nations, including Anishinaabe neighbours and Indigenous 

peoples living in the GTA.  

Be it resolved that the following be conveyed to the relevant individuals and bodies 

within the Faculty or elsewhere in the University, in situations where it is relevant to items that 

are being considered within their respective mandates, for advice and consideration, as being 

viewed by the Council as important calls to action: 

1. We call for Arts & Science members to educate themselves about the treaty history of 

the lands on which we operate, and to use that knowledge to educate others, including 

students, colleagues, and elected officials, about our continuing obligations as treaty 

people. The Indigenous Research, Teaching, and Learning Committee has taken 

leadership here, and we call on each and every member of Arts & Science to 

understand why this education matters. 

2. We call for the Faculty of Arts & Science to take leadership in building more formal, 

mutually beneficial relationships with Six Nations, focused on research, teaching, and 

community engagement. Many A&S faculty have their own relationships with Six 

Nations, including through teaching at Six Nations Polytechnic, contributing to 

Mohawk language revitalization efforts, and regularly bringing students on field trips 

https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/about/strategic-overview/indigenous-learning-knowledge
https://www.snpolytechnic.com/
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/mohawk-language-revival/
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to the Woodland Cultural Centre. Future relationships, mutually developed with Six 

Nations, can be envisioned across the sciences, social sciences, and humanities. 

3. We call for the Faculty of Arts & Science, in consultation with the Centre for 

Indigenous Studies and other A&S units, to harness the expertise of A&S members 

across all fields to better address the ongoing significance of upholding all treaty 

relations, in terms of education, response to critical issues, and implementation. Here, 

the Yellowhead Institute of Ryerson University is a leading exemplar and potential 

collaborator. 

4. We call for the Faculty of Arts & Science to share this resolution with all Arts & 

Science members, including faculty, students, staff, and alumni. 

 
 

1 Hill, Susan M. 2008. “‘Traveling Down the River of Life Together in Peace and Friendship, Forever’: 
Haudenosaunee Land Ethics and Treaty Agreements As the Basis for Restructuring the Relationship with 
the British Crown” in Lighting the Eighth Fire: The Liberation, Resurgence and Protection of Indigenous 
Nations, edited by Leanne Simpson, 23-45. Winnipeg: Arbeiter Ring Publishing.  

 

 

https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/
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